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AROUND THE GLOBE

FACTS WORTH KNOWING

Readers often rely on translations to enjoy 
their choice of foreign literature (novels, 
poems or plays). Some countries have 
access to more translated literature than 
others. According to Literature Across 
Frontiers, a translation advocacy network, 
English-language readers have fewer 
translated books to choose from com-
pared to readers in continental Europe. 
For example, the percentages of translated 
literary works available in the following 
countries are:

 
 

In Europe, two in three translations 
are from English. In France, about 40 
percent of all novels published originated 
in English.

The United Nations Educational, 
Scientific and Cultural Organization 
(UNESCO) maintains a database called 
the Index Translationum that counts 
translations of individual works. According 
to the index, as of January 2014 the following 
are some of the most translated authors:

Sample of author rankings: 

Why did you join Toast-
masters?
FDIC, my employer for 
20 years, has a mentoring 
program, and in 2009 I chose 
Simone, a review examiner 
for the company, to be my 
mentor. She introduced me to 
Toastmasters. I joined to be-
come a better communicator 
and to learn how to engage an 
audience. I used to be petri-
fied when speaking in front  
of a crowd. 

What can you tell us 
about Simone?
Simone has more than 20 
years of experience working 
within the FDIC. She enjoys 
her work and contributing to 
the success of the organization’s goals. Simone has also held numerous positions in our 
club, sometimes serving in multiple positions simultaneously. Under her leadership as 
president, our club obtained an award for being Distinguished, we moved from private 
to public membership, and the number of members achieving education awards 
increased. She is positive and patient, and a phenomenal Toastmaster, leader and men-
tor. She is also author of the 60-minute time management and fitness book for women, 
What’s In Your 24? How to Get It Done Without Getting Outdone.

What goals have you reached with Simone’s help?
I serve my club as sergeant at arms. I’ve also gained confidence, improved my 
presentation skills and earned my CC award. I could not have done this without 
Simone’s guidance.

What kind of feedback does Simone give you?
I get immediate feedback. Her listening skills are exceptional, and I value her honest 
and excellent advice, whether it’s complimentary or not. Honesty is important to both 
of us, and I trust her judgment.

How does she help you with your speeches?
Simone does not help me with speechwriting, nor does she listen to me when I 
practice my speeches, but she listens to me when I’m frustrated and gives me advice 
whenever I need it.

What characteristics do you like most in Simone?  
My favorite thing about her is how she seems to always be happy—her mood is 
contagious. She’s also energetic and uplifting, positive and patient. Simone builds 
people’s self-confidence and empowers them to want more out of life, including in 
their career and personal life. Despite her overwhelming job duties, Simone is an 
amazing mother and a dependable friend. She has never failed to be fabulous! 

No one has the potential to influence a member’s experience like a mentor. Dwana Jones 
Washington, CC, member of the Articulators of the Windy City club in Chicago, Illinois, 
and lead legal secretary at Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation (FDIC), shares how 
her mentor, Dana Simone Stovall, CC, ALB (who goes by “Simone”), has helped her. 

MEET MY MENTOR

        Dana Simone Stovall, CC, ALB

FROM LEFT TO RIGHT: Dwana Jones Washington, 
CC, and her mentor Dana Simone Stovall, CC, ALB.
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